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THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (1909)
[Selections]

India Act, 1908
1 January 1909

1. [….]

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context:  

(1) “Code” includes rules;

(2) “decree” means the formal expression of an adjudication which. so far as regards the 
Court expressing it, conclusively determines the rights of the parties with regard to all or 
any of the matters in controversy in the suit and may be either preliminary or final. It shall 
be deemed to include the rejection of a plaint and the determination of any question within 
section 47 or section 144, but shall not include: 

(a) any adjudication from which an appeal lies as an appeal from an order, or

(b) any order of dismissal for default. 

Explanation - A decree is preliminary when further proceedings have to be taken before the 
suit can be completely disposed of. It is final when such adjudication completely disposes 
of the suit. It may be partly preliminary and partly final;

(3) “decree-holder” means any person in whose favour a decree has been passed or an order 
capable of execution has been made; 

(4) “district” means the local limits of the jurisdiction of a principal civil Court of original 
jurisdiction (hereinafter called a “District A Court”), and includes the local limits of the 
ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the High Court; 

(5) “foreign Court” means a Court situate beyond the limits of the Union of Burma which 
has no authority in the Union of Burma and is not established or continued by the President 
of the Union;

(6) “ foreign judgment” means the judgment of a foreign Court;

(7) “Government Pleader” includes any officer appointed by the President of the Union 
to perform all or any of the functions expressly imposed by this Code on the Government 
Pleader and also any pleader acting under the directions of the Government Pleader;

(8) “Judge” means the presiding officer of a civil Court;
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(9) “judgment” means the statement given by the Judge of the grounds of; a decree or order;

(10) “judgment-debtor” means any person against whom a decree has been passed or an 
order capable of execution has been made;
 
(11) “legal representative” means a person who in law represents the estate of a deceased 
person, and includes any person who intermeddles with the estate of the deceased and 
where a party sues or is sued in a representative character the person on whom the estate 
devolves on the death of the party so suing or sued; 

(12) “mesne profits” of property means those profits which the person in wrongful possession 
of such property actually received or might with ordinary diligence have received therefrom, 
together with interest on such profits, but shall not include profits due to improvements 
made by the person in wrongful possession;

(13) “moveable property” includes growing crops; 

(14) “order” means the formal expression of any decision of a civil Court which is not a 
decree; 

(15) “pleader” means any person entitled to appear and plead for another in Court, and 
includes an advocate of the High Court; 

(16) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules;

(17) “public officer” means a person falling under any of the following descriptions, namely:-

(a) every Judge;

(b) every member of the Indian Civil Service or of the Burma Civil Service (Class I);

(c) every commissioned or gazetted officer in the military, naval or air forces of [the 
Government];

(d) every officer of a Court of Justice whose duty it is, as such officer, to investigate or 
report on any matter of law or fact, or to make, authenticate or keep any document, or to 
take charge or dispose of any property, or to execute any judicial process, or to administer 
any oath, or to interpret, or to preserve order, in the Court, and every person especially 
authorized by a Court of Justice to perform any of such duties; 

(e) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is empowered to place or keep 
any person in confinement; 
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(f) every officer of the Government whose duty it is, as such officer, to prevent offences, to 
give information of offences, to bring offenders to justice, or to protect the public health, 
safety or convenience;

(g) every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, receive, keep or expend any 
property on behalf of the Government, or to make any survey, assessment or contract on 
behalf of the Government, or to make or to execute any revenue-process, or to investigate, 
or to report on, any matter affecting the pecuniary interests of the Government, or to make, 
authenticate or keep any document relating to the pecuniary interests of the Government, 
or to prevent the infraction of any law for the protection of the pecuniary interests of the 
Government; and

(h) every officer in the service or pay of the Government or remunerated by fees or 
commission for the performance of any public duty;

(18) “rules” means rules and forms contained in the First Schedule or made under section 
122;

(19) “share in a corporation” shall be deemed to include stock, debenture stock, debentures 
or bonds; and

(20) “signed” save in the case of a judgment or decree, includes stamped.

[...]

PART I 
SUITS IN GENERAL

Jurisdiction of the Courts and Res Judicata.

9. The Courts shall (subject to the provisions herein contained) have jurisdiction to try 
all suits of a civil nature excepting suits of which their cognizance is either expressly or 
impliedly barred.

Explanation - A suit in which the right to property or to an offence is contested is a suit 
of a civil nature, notwithstanding that such right may depend entirely on the decision of 
questions as to religious rites or ceremonies. 

[...]

Place of Suing.

15. Every suit shall be instituted in the Court of the lowest grade competent to try it.

16. Subject to the pecuniary or other limitations prescribed by any law, suits:
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(a) for the recovery of immoveable property with or without rent or profits;

(b) for the partition of immoveable property;

(c) for foreclosure, sale or redemption in the case of a mortgage of or charge upon immoveable 
property;

(d) for the determination of any other right to or interest in immoveable property;

(e) for compensation for wrong to immoveable property;

(f) for the recovery of moveable property actually under distraint or attachment, shall be 
instituted in the Court within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the property is situate:

Provided that a suit to obtain relief respecting, or compensation for wrong to, immoveable 
property held by or on behalf of the defendant may, where the relief sought can be entirely 
obtained through his personal obedience, be instituted either in the Court within the local 
limits of whose jurisdiction the property is situate, or in the Court within the local limits 
of whose jurisdiction the defendant actually and voluntarily resides, or carries on business, 
or personally works for gain.

Explanation: In this section “property” means property situate in the Union of Burma.

17. Where a suit is to obtain relief respecting, or compensation for wrong to, immoveable 
property situate within the jurisdiction of different Courts the suit may be instituted in any 
Court within the local limits of whose jurisdiction any portion of the property is situate:

Provided that, in respect of the value of the subject matter of the suit, the entire claim is 
cognizable by such Court. 

18. (1) Where it is alleged to be uncertain within the local limits of the jurisdiction of which 
of two or more Courts any immoveable property is situate, any one of those Courts may, 
if satisfied that there is ground for the alleged uncertainty, record a statement to that effect 
and thereupon proceed to entertain and dispose of any suit relating to that property, and its 
decree in the suit shall have the same effect as if the property were situate within the local 
limits of its jurisdiction:

Provided that the suit is one with respect to which the Court is competent as regards the 
nature and value of the suit to exercise jurisdiction.

(2) Where a statement has not been recorded under sub-section (1), and an objection is 
taken before an appellate or revisional Court that a decree as order in a suit relating to such 
property was made by a Court not having jurisdiction where the property is situate, the 
appellate or revisional Court shall not allow the objection unless in its opinion there was, at 
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the time of the institution of the suit, no reasonable ground for uncertainty as to the Court 
having jurisdiction with respect thereto and there has been a consequent failure of justice.

19. Where a suit is for compensation for wrong done to the person or to moveable property, 
if the wrong was done within the local limits of the jurisdiction of one Court, and the 
defendant resides, or carries on business, or personally works for gain within the local limits 
of the jurisdiction of another Court, the suit may be instituted at the option of the plaintiff 
in either of the said Courts.

Illustrations.

(a) A, residing in Mandalay, beats B in Rangoon. B may sue A either in Rangoon or in 
Mandalay.

(b) A, residing in Mandalay, publishes in Rangoon statements defamatory of B. B may sue 
A either in Rangoon or in Mandalay.

20. Subject to the limitations aforesaid, every suit shall be instituted in a Court within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction: 

(a) the defendant, or each of the defendants where there are more than one, at the time of 
the commencement of the suit, actually and voluntarily resides, or carries on business, or 
personally works for gain; or 

(b) any of the defendants, where there are more than one, at the time of the commencement 
of the suit, actually and voluntarily resides, or carries on business, or personally works for 
gain, provided that in such case either the leave of the Court is given, or the defendants 
who do not reside, or carry on business, or personally work for gain, as aforesaid, acquiesce 
in such institution; or 

(c) the cause of action, wholly or in part, arises. 

Explanation I. - Where a person has a permanent dwelling at one place and also a temporary 
residence at another place, he shall be deemed to reside at both places in respect of any cause 
of action arising at the place where he has such temporary residence.

Explanation ll: A corporation shall be deemed to carry on business at its sole or principal 
office in the Union of Burma or, in respect of any cause of action arising at any place where 
it has also a subordinate office, at such place.

Illustrations.

(a) A is a tradesman in Rangoon. B carries on business in Mandalay. B, by his agent in 
Rangoon, buys goods of A and requests A to deliver them to the Burma Railways. A delivers 



263Housing, Land And Property Laws In Force

the goods accordingly in Rangoon. A may sue B for the price of the goods either in Rangoon, 
where the cause of action has arisen, or in Mandalay, where B carries on business. 

(b) A resides at Maymyo, B at Rangoon and C at Mandalay. A, B and C being together 
at Prome, B and C make a joint promissory note payable on demand, and deliver it to A. 
A may sue B and C at Prome where the cause of action arose. He may also sue them at 
Rangoon, where B resides, or at Mandalay, where C resides; but in each of these cases, if 
the non-resident defendant objects, the suit cannot proceed without the leave of the Court.

21. No objection as to the place of suing shall be allowed by any appellate or revisional 
Court unless such objection was taken in the Court of first instance at the earliest possible 
opportunity and in all cases where issues are settled at or before such settlement, and unless 
there has been a consequent failure of justice.

22. Where a suit may be instituted in any one of two or more Courts and is instituted in one 
of such Courts, any defendant, after notice to the other parties. may, at the earliest possible 
opportunity and in all cases where issues are settled at or before such settlement, apply to 
have the suit transferred to another Court, and the Court to which such application is 
made, after considering the objections of the other parties (if any), shall determine in which 
of the several Courts having jurisdiction the suit shall proceed.

23. (I) Where the several Courts having jurisdiction are subordinate to the same appellate 
Court, an application under section 22 shall be made to the appellate Court.

(2) Where such Courts are subordinate to different appellate Courts, the application shall 
be made to the High Court. 

[...]

Attachment.

60. (1) The following property is liable to attachment and sale in execution of a decree, 
namely, lands, houses or other buildings, goods, money, bank notes, cheques, bills of 
exchange, hundis, promissory notes, Government securities, bonds or other securities for 
money, debts, shares in a corporation and, save as hereinafter mentioned, all other saleable 
property, moveable or immoveable, belonging to the judgment-debtor, or over which, or 
the profits of which, he has a disposing power which he may exercise for his own benefit, 
whether the same be held in the name of the judgment-debtor or by another person in trust 
for him or on his behalf:

Provided that the following particulars shall not be liable to such attachment or sale, 
namely:-
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(a) the necessary wearing-apparel, cooking vessels, beds and bedding of the judgment—
debtor, his wife and children, and such personal ornaments as, in accordance with religious 
usage, cannot be parted with by any woman;

(b) tools of artizans, and, where the judgment-debtor is an agriculturist, his implements of 
husbandry and such cattle and seed-grain as may, in the opinion of the Court, be necessary 
to enable him to earn his livelihood as such, and such portion of agricultural produce or of 
any class of agricultural produce as may have been declared to be free from liability under 
the provisions of the next following section;

(c) houses and other buildings (with the materials and the sites thereof and the land 
immediately appurtenant thereto and necessary for their enjoyment) belonging to an 
agriculturist and occupied by him;

(d) books of account;

(e) a mere right to sue for damages;

(f) any right of personal service;

(g) stipends and gratuities allowed to pensioners of the Government or payable out of any 
service family pension fund notified in the Gazette by the President of the Union in this 
behalf, and political pensions;

(h) the wages of labourers and domestic servants, whether payable in money or in kind, and 
salary, to the extent of the first hundred rupees and one-half the remainder of such salary;

(i) the salary of any public officer or of any servant of a railway administration or local 
authority to the extent of the first hundred rupees and one-half the remainder of such salary:

Provided that, where the whole or any part of the portion of such salary liable to attachment 
has been under attachment, whether continuously or intermittently, for a total period of 
twenty-four months, such portion shall be exempt from attachment until the expiry of a 
further period of twelve months and, where such attachment has been made in execution 
of one and the same decree, shall be finally exempt from attachment in execution of that 
decree;

(j) the pay and allowances of persons to whom the Burma Army Act applies, or of persons 
other than commissioned officers to whom the Burma Naval Volunteer Reserve (Discipline) 
Act or any other law relating to the Navy applies; 

(k) all compulsory deposits and other sums in or derived from any fund to which the 
Provident Funds Act for the time being applies in so far as they are declared by the said Act 
not to be liable to attachment;
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(l) any allowance forming part of the emoluments of any public officer or of any servant 
of a railway administration or local authority which the President of the Union may by 
notification in the Gazette declare to be exempt from attachment, and any subsistence grant 
or allowance made to any such officer or servant while under suspension;

(m) an expectancy of succession by survivorship or other merely contingent or possible 
right or interest;

(n) a right to future maintenance;

(o) any allowance declared by any enactment in force in the Union of Burma to be exempt 
from liability to attachment or sale in execution of a decree; and

(p) where the judgment-debtor is a person liable for the payment of land-revenue, any 
moveable property which, under any law for the time being applicable to him, is exempt 
from sale for the recovery of an arrear of such revenue. 

Explanation 1: The particulars mentioned in clauses (g), (h),(i), (j) (I) and (o) are exempt 
from attachment or sale whether before or after they are actually payable, and in the case 
of salary other than salary of a public  officer or a servant of a railway administration or 
local authority the attachable portion thereof is exempt from attachment until it is actually 
payable. 

Explanation 2: In clauses (h) and (i), “salary” means the total monthly emoluments, 
excluding any allowance declared exempt from attachment under the provisions of clause 
(a), derived by a person from his employment whether on duty or on leave.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to exempt houses and other buildings (with the 
materials and the sites thereof and the lands immediately appurtenant thereto and necessary 
for their enjoyment) from attachment or sale in execution of decrees for rent of any such 
house, building, site or land. 

61. The President of the Union may, by general or special order published in the Gazette, 
declare that such portion of agricultural produce, or of any class of agricultural produce, as 
may appear to the President of the Union to be necessary for the purpose of providing until 
the next harvest for the due cultivation of the land and for the support of the judgment-
debtor and his family, shall, in the case of all agriculturists or of any class of agriculturists, 
be exempted from liability to attachment or sale in execution of a decree. 

62. (1) No person executing any process under this Code directing or authorizing seizure of 
moveable property shall enter any dwelling-house after sunset and before sunrise.

(2) No outer door of a dwelling-house shall be broken open unless such dwelling-house 
is in the occupancy of the judgment-debtor and he refuses or in any way prevents access 
thereto, but when the person executing any such process has duly gained access to any 
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dwelling-house, he may break open the door of any room in which he has reason to believe 
any such property to be. 

(3) Where a room in a dwelling-house is in the actual occupancy of a woman who, according 
to the customs of the country, does not appear in public, the person executing the process 
shall give notice to such woman that she is at liberty to withdraw; and, after allowing 
reasonable time for her to withdraw and giving her reasonable facility for withdrawing, he 
may enter such room for the purpose of seizing the property, using at the same time every 
precaution, consistent with these provisions, to prevent its clandestine removal.

63. (1) Where property not in the custody of any Court is under attachment in execution 
of decrees of more Courts than one, the Court which shall receive or realize such property 
and shall determine any claim thereto and any objection to the attachment thereof shall be 
the Court of highest grade, or, where there is no difference in grade between such Courts, 
the Court under whose decree the property was first attached.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to invalidate any proceeding taken by a Court 
executing one of such decrees. 

64. Where an attachment has been made, any private transfer or delivery of the property 
attached or of any interest therein, and any payment to the judgment-debtor of any debt, 
dividend or other monies contrary to such at attachment, shall be void as against all claims 
enforceable under the attachment.

Explanation: 

For the purposes of this section, claims enforceable under an attachment include claims for 
the ratable distribution of assets. 

Sale.

65. Where immoveable property is sold in execution of a decree and such sale has become 
absolute, the property shall be deemed to have vested in the purchaser from the time when 
the property is sold and not from the time when the sale becomes absolute.

66. (1) No suit shall be maintained against any person claiming title under a purchase 
certified by the Court in such manner as may be prescribed on the ground that the purchase 
was made on behalf of the plaintiff or on behalf of someone through whom the plaintiff 
claims.

(2) Nothing in this section shall bar a suit to obtain a declaration that the name of any 
purchaser certified as aforesaid was inserted in the certificate fraudulently or without the 
consent of the real purchaser, or interfere with the right of a third person to proceed against 
that property, though ostensibly sold to the certified purchaser, on the ground that it is 
liable to satisfy a claim of such third person against the real owner.
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67. (1) The President of the Union may, by notification in the Gazette, make rules for 
any local area imposing conditions in respect of the sale of any class of interests in land in 
execution of decrees for the payment of money, where such interests are so uncertain or 
undetermined as, in the opinion of the President of the Union, to make it impossible to fix 
their value. 

(2) When on the date on which this Code came into operation in any local area any special 
rules as to sale of land in execution of decrees were in force therein, the President of the 
Union may, by notification in the Gazette declare such rules to be in force, or may, by a 
like notification, modify the same.

Every notification issued in the exercise of the powers conferred by this sub-section shall set 
out the rules so continued or modified. 

Delegation to Collector of Power ro Execute Degrees against Immovable Property. 

68. The President of the Union may declare by notification in the Gazette that in any 
local area the execution of decrees in cases in which a Court has ordered any immoveable 
property to be sold. or the execution of any particular kind of such decrees, or the execution 
of decrees ordering the sale of any particular kind of, or interest in, immoveable property, 
shall be transferred to the Collector.

69. The provisions set forth in the Third Schedule shall apply to all cases in which the 
execution of a decree has been transferred under the last preceding section.

70. (1) The President of the Union may make rules consistent with the aforesaid provisions:-

(a) for the transmission of the decree from the Court to the Collector, and for regulating 
the procedure of the Collector and his subordinates in executing the same, and for re-
transmitting the decree from the Collector to the Court; 

(b) conferring upon the Collector or any gazetted subordinate of the Collector all or any of 
the powers which the Court might exercise in the execution of the decree if the execution 
thereof had not been transferred to the Collector; 

(c) providing for orders made by the Collector or any gazetted subordinate of the Collector, 
or orders made on appeal with respect to such orders, being subject to appeal to, and 
revision by, superior revenue authorities as nearly as may be as the orders made by the 
Court, or orders made on appeal with respect to such orders, would be subject to appeal to, 
and revision by, appellate or revisional Courts under this Code or other law for the time 
being in force if the decree had not been transferred to the Collector. 

(2) A power conferred by rules made under sub-section (1) upon the Collector or any 
gazetted subordinate of the Collector, or upon any appellate or revisional authority, shall 
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not be exercisable by the Court or by any Court in exercise of any appellate or revisional 
jurisdiction which it has with respect to decrees or orders of the Court. 

71. In executing a decree transferred to the Collector under section 68 the Collector and his 
subordinates shall be deemed to be acting judicially. 

72. (1) Where in any local area in which no declaration under section 68 is in force the 
property attached consists of land or of a share in land, and the Collector represents to the 
Court that the public sale of the land or share is objectionable and that satisfaction of the 
decree may be made within a reasonable period by a temporary alienation of the land or 
share, the Court may authorize the Collector to provide for such satisfaction in the manner 
recommended by him instead of proceeding to a sale of the land or share.

(2) In every such case the provisions of sections 69 to 71 and of any rules made in pursuance 
thereof shall apply so far as they are applicable.

[…]

144. (1) Where and in so far as a decree is varied or reversed, the Court of first instance shall, 
on the application of any party entitled to any benefit by way of restitution or otherwise, 
cause such restitution to be made as will, so far as may be, placevthe parties in the position 
which they would have occupied but for such decree or such part thereof as has been varied 
or reversed; and, for this purpose, the Court may make any orders, including orders for the 
refund of costs and for the payment of interest, damages, compensation and mesne profits, 
which are properly consequential on such variation or reversal.

(2) No suit shall be instituted for the purpose of obtaining any restitution or other relief 
which could be obtained by application under sub-section (I).

145. Where any person has become liable as surety:

(a) for the performance of any decree or any part thereof, or 

(b) for the restitution of any property taken in execution of a decree, or

(c) for the payment of any money, or for the fulfillment of any condition imposed on any 
person, under an order of the Court in any suit or in any proceeding consequent thereon, 
the decree or order may be executed against him, to the extent to which he has rendered 
himself personally liable, in the manner herein provided for the execution of decrees, and 
such person shall, for the purposes of appeal, be deemed a party within the meaning of 
section 47:

Provided that such notice as the Court in each case thinks sufficient has been given to the 
surety.


